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PLAIN LANGUAGE STATEMENT 

 

Prof. Raymond Green (supervisor)    

Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning 

The University of Melbourne    

ph: +61 3 8344 8728, Email: rjgreen@unimelb.edu.au  

 

Mr. Lakshmanan Madhu (PhD student)  

Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning 

The University of Melbourne   

Email: lmadhu@student.unimelb.edu.au   

Dear Participant, 

PROJECT:  THE INFLUENCE OF ‘PLACE’ ON CLIMATE-RELEVANT BEHAVIOURS: ASSESSING TWO 

NEIGHBOURHOOD NETWORKS IN VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA 

INTRODUCTION 

You are invited to participate in the above research project, which is being conducted by 

Professor Raymond Green (supervisor) and Mr Lakshmanan Madhu (PhD student) of the Faculty of 

Architecture, Building and Planning at the University of Melbourne.    

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether people’s social relations and their place relations 

influence their climate-relevant attitudes and behaviours based on an analysis of participant social 

networks.  

The University of Melbourne Human Research Ethics Committee (have) approved this project. All data 

that you provide will remain confidential, subject to legal limitations.  Your participation as well as the 

participation of those important to you would be of very great value to this study. 

WHAT YOU WILL BE ASKED TO DO? 

You will be asked to fill-out an online survey. The survey will comprise 

of three main sections. The first section covers your day-to-day 

behaviours and views on environmental matters. The second section 

covers views about the place you live in and so on. The third section 

covers questions about yourself and persons in your social network. In 

order to map your social and place relations, you will be asked to 

nominate and provide us names, addresses and contact details of 

persons in your social network.  

Using the data that you have provided we will construct social network 

maps similar to the one shown here. Quantitative social network and spatial analysis will be conducted 

on the data. 
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HOW WILL YOUR CONFIDENTIALITY BE PROTECTED? 

We intend to protect your confidentiality and that of your responses to the fullest possible extent, within 

the limits of the law. Your names, and names of your nominees, and contact details will be de-identified 

using pseudonyms and the communication records between you and the researchers will be destroyed 

so that no one including the researcher will be able to identify you or your nominees in the future.  De-

identified information will be kept in a separate, password-protected computer file. The data will be kept 

securely in the Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning for a minimum of five years from the date 

of publication. 

DO YOU HAVE TO TAKE PART? 

Participation in this study is voluntary.  Should you wish to withdraw at any stage, or to withdraw any 

unprocessed data you have supplied, you are free to do so without prejudice.   Your decision to participate 

or not, or to withdraw, will not affect any relationship you may have with this department or University 

and will not affect any services you may receive now or in the future. 

HOW DO YOU AGREE TO PARTICIPATE? 

By proceeding with the online survey, you will indicate that you have read and understood this 

information and agreement to participate in the study. 

HOW CAN YOU RECEIVE FEEDBACK? 

Once the thesis arising from this research has been published, a summary of the findings will be available 

to you on application to the researchers in the Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning.  It is also 

possible that the results will be presented at academic conferences and in published academic papers 

and as book chapters.  

WHERE CAN YOU GET FURTHER INFORMATION OR RAISE CONCERNS? 

If you would like more information or have questions about the project, please contact the researchers 

on the details provided in this statement. If you have any concerns about the conduct of the project which 

you do not wish to discuss with the research team please contact the Manager, Human Research Ethics, 

Office for Research Ethics and Integrity, The University of Melbourne, on ph.: 8344 2073, or fax: 9347 

6739, Email: HumanEthics-Enquiries@unimelb.edu.au. 

DECLARATION 

This research is being undertaken as part of a PhD program and the researchers declare there are no 

actual or potential conflicts of interest, including any financial or other interest or affiliation. 
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